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Br. Michael on theology and religion
Brother Michael Meister converses about his love for teaching
BY ADRIANA AVILA
STAFF WRITER

Brother Michael Meister describes
himself as a person with a devilish sense
of humor. That's why he enjoys being at
a "school .full of mischievous kids," as he
said jokingly. His knowledge ranges from
interesting facts about Saint Mary's to the
many aspects of theology and religion.
He has made a mark on Saint Mary's
through his love of teaching. He says that
there is an "enthusiasm to learning." If
you have taken his Dante course, you
know that Meister believes he is the greatest poet of the Western world. Meister's
students are aware of his immense love for
Dante, who joked about having an affair
with him. Meister says it's good to be able
to laugh at things.
Have you heard about some of the
haunted spots on campus? Brother Michael can show you where they are and
the spooky stories behind them. Tours of
the haunted areas started as a residence
hall activity, as he has been, and currently is, a Resident Director. His tours
take the shape of a circle and starts in the
spot between the chapel and Oliver Hall.
Some other spots include the theatre, art
museum, Augustine Hall, and the lake
behind Assumption Hall.
Brother Michael says· that being a
Christian Brother has been the time of
his life. Like everything else, his vocation has its ups and downs. However,
for the most part, there have been many
ups. His vocational call came to him in
the years leading up to high school. After
high school, he became a Brother. Every
day his students, his "kids," inspire him.
"Without you, the students, we have no
reason to be. You give us our whole life."
Some words that have stayed close to his
heart were said by De La Salle: "Adore God
in your students."
The path to Redwood Grove is one of
his favorite places on campus. "The path
is beautiful all times of the year. In the
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BROTHER MICHAEL MEISTER relays his extensive knowledge of theology and religion. (Courtesy of Chris Bull)

winter it has [a] spooky feel. During the
spring, moss covers the trees, and when
fall comes the trees turn different colors."
Some other spots he enjoys include: the
cross, on campus patios, and the little
detailed corners around campus. "I like
to imagine some of the detailed corners
in a new perspective. Sometimes I like
to pretend like I'm taking a picture in a
unique angle."
At the start of the Lenten season,
Brother Michael had some words of
wisdom: "Turn your life around and remember that God loves you. That's what

Lent means. Lent is a time to clean the
house and do the dusting." On the night
of A~h Wednesday, he passed a box of
Sees' Candy around the brother's dinner
table. He describes Lent as a time where
it's not a matter of giving stuff up, but it's
a matter of turning your life around and
doing good things. "If you are looking for
something to give up, give up bad thoughts
about people. Jesus says it's not what goes
inside of you that's bad, it's what comes
out." Brother Michael encourages the
Saint Mary's community to smile and
clean up our hearts.
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Cummins Institute holds dinner for Muslim Community
BY SOFIA JEREMIAS
NEWS EDITOR

On Monday evening, Muslim members
of the Saint Mary's community and their
families gathered in Hagerty Lounge to
discuss ways of ensuring a safe environment on campus in light of the increasingly hostile political environment in
the United States. The Bishop John S.
Cummins Institute for Catholic Thought
hosted the event.
The Cummins Institute, founded in
2003, states that it wishes to "deepen
appreciation among all constituents of
the campus community for the beauty,
wisdolll, vitality and diversity of the
Catholic Tradition." The organization
hopes to achieve this goal by, in part,
"supporting all members of the community in leading lives that are respectful of
human dignity and responsive to social
justice 'concerns."
Brother Charles Hilken, chair of the
Cummins Institute, decided to organize
the event after Donald Trump called
for a ban on Muslims entering the U.S.
on Dec. 7. His campaign issued a press
release stating "Donald J. Trump is calling for a total and complete shutdown of
Muslims enteringthe United States until

our country's representative can figure
out what is going on.
"I considered Donald Trump's words
an act of wicked demagoguery and extremely irresponsible," said Brother
Hilken. "My immediate reaction was
'we're not doing this again.' We as in
Western culture, Western society. History taught us what happened to the Jews
in Europe, [and] what happened to the
Japanese in California."

"Everyone comes here
as an individual to
pursue their education
and it's so easy for
people to be asked
to share the burden
of their religious or
cultural backgrounds
in unwanted ways."
With the support of President James
Donahue and others on campus, Brother
Hilken was able to plan the dinner and
conversation. Muslim students, faculty,
staff, and their families were invited.

Middle Eastern groups who might have
been the subject of prejudice, such as
Sikhs or even Arabic-speaking Christians, were invited as well. Brother
Hilken realized, "People whose families
wear turbans and headdress could be
painted with the same brush of prejudice."
He explained that the primary goal of
the event was to "provide an opportunity for conversation and we also want
to throw it open to brainstorm ways to
ensure that Saint Mary's remain a safe
and inclusive and open place."
As extremist groups such as ISIS have
grown larger, a notion has developed that
all practitioners of Islam must be held
responsible for violent actions or actively defend their faith on a daily basis.
Brother Hilken emphasized, "Everyone
comes here as an individual to pursue
their education and it's so easy for people
to be asked to share the burden of their
religious or cultural backgrounds in
unwanted ways ... So, what can we do as a
community to ensure that this remains
a liberating educational experience for
every individual on campus so that they
pursue their education on their own
terms?" The dinner for the Muslim Community worked towards this goal.
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"To act upon one's convictions while others wait~
To createapositiveforce in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information lo people when
il wasn 'l available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice-p
-Teo TURNER

Rocket Launched by North
Korea to Disguise Missile Test
North Korea sent a rocket into
orbit on Feb. 6 from Tongchangri, a launch site near their northwestern border of China. Western
authorities think that the launch
is part of a program that is being
developed for more ballistic missile weaponry and have warned
them to halt their actions. China
has also been adamant on stopping the launch and sent senior
diplomat, Wu Dawei, to the North
Korea's capital, Pyongyang, in
order to negotiate. Despite this
attempt for negotiation, North
Korea continued with their plans
to launch the Unha-3 rocket. David
Wright, co-director of the Global
Security Program at the Union
of Concerned Scientists, believes
that if the rocket had been tampered with, it has the capacity to
hold a 2,200-pound warhead and
the ability to reach Alaska and
even Hawaii.
U.N. Documents Afghanistan's Worst Year for Civilian
Casualties
2015 has been marked the year
for the most civilian casualties
from Afghanistan. In this past
year, 3,545 civilians have been
killed and 7,457 civilians have been
injured. The total casualty figure,
11,002, was four percent above the
2014 year. The U.N. has requested

for the Afghan government and
its allies to stop the air attacks
and "indirect fire weapons." It has
also requested for the Taliban to
"cease the deliberate targeting of
civilians and civilian locations."
Mr. Haysom, a representative for
Afghanistan, has no doubt that
a peace agreement will lead to a
reduction in civilian casualties.

Members of UK Band 'Viola
Beach' Die in Tragic Car Accident
The four members of Viola
Beach and their managers were
on the way to a gigin Sweden when
the car toppled more than 82 feet
off a bridge into a canal. Officers
believe that the accident had to
do with a gap in the bridge, which
has a middle section that rises
directly upwards without tilting.
A barrier before the opening has
flashing lights and warning signs,
but witnesses claim that the car
had smashed the side of a taxi
and passed through the barrier,
falling into the gap that is there
to let ships go through. Their fans
grieve the death of the members
and show support for their families
as well.
Pope Francis Visits Mexico,
Rebuking Church Authorities
Many expected Pope Francis
to address the widespread corruption and violence that has

Because there's a whole
world out there ...
plagued Mexico, especially in
recent months. However, the
Pope mainly reserved his criticism for the religious leaders of
the struggling country. The Pope
called on bishops to fight like men
and examine the corruption that
has taken place. Many have been
critical of the luxurious lifestyles
of the bishops and their failure
to personally connect with their
congregations. "Embrace the
fringes of human existence in the
ravaged areas of our cities," said
Pope Francis. He will continue to
travel to the most impoverished
and violent areas of Mexico as he
continues his pilgrimage. Pope
Francis will visit and hold mass in
Ecatepec, Chiapas, Morelia, and
lastly Ciudad Juarez.

Brazilians Debate Abortion
Laws in the Face of Zika Virus
Many scientists believe that
Zika virus can cause birth defects such as microcephaly, which
leaves children so disabled they
often cannot eat, talk, or eat without assistance. Many have called
for the Brazilian government,
which currently has a total ban
on abortion, to decriminalize the
procedure in light of the rampant
spread of the Zika virus. However,
many have continued to support
the "right to life" and the Catholic
Church, which has an enormous
influence in the country and has

stood by these claims. Families of
disabled children have fought back
against the cry for legal abortions
and made use of social media apps
such as Facebook and WhatsApp.
A group of attorneys and psychologists plan to petition the Supreme
Court to allow pregnant wome'n
infected with the Zika virus to
obtain legal abortions. Some claim
that the government's failure to
eradicate the virus and ban on
abortion violate the Brazilian Constitution's "right to health" clause.

Tourism Skyrockets after
Sanctions Lifted in Iran
Five million foreign travelers visited Iran last fall, and the
country expects twenty million to
visit in 2016. Travel <!-gencies and
tour departments can't keep up
with the demand for trips to Iran.
Warnings from the State Department that "Various elements in
Iran remain hostile to the United
States" has not deterred Americans from traveling to the country.
Those who contain dual citizenship in the United States and Iran,
however, are at a greater risk of
being detained. Iran's 19 UNESCO
World Heritage Sites have rich cultural history and varied landscapes
and environments have attracted
many. Iran must accommodate
the high demand, and is currently
working on building enough hotels
to house the eager tourists.

Crime Beat
1/20/16 9:25 p.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Building in Rheem
Campus alarmed by another employee while a professor was still
in building; referred to Facilities
Services
1/20/16 9:30 p.m.
Incident: Petty Theft
Synopsis: Wallet missing from
student locker room in Joseph
Alioto Recreation Center; suspended
1/21/16 2:15 a.m.
Incident: Vandalism
Synopsis: Damage to latch connected to door frame in Justin
Hall; referred to Campus Housing
and Facilities Services
1/21/16 2:07 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Cohabitation in Mitty
Hall; referred to Dean of Students
Office
1/ 21/16 9:47 a.m.
Incident: Hit and Run (NonInjury)
Synopsis: Scratch mark on driver
side door with black paint transfer in Claeys North Parking Lot;
suspended
1/21/16 7:47 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking caused
smoke to set off alarm in Guerrieri West - no fire or scorching;
referred to Dean of Students Office and Facilities Services
1/21/16 8:12 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist

Synopsis: Spectator at game was
non-responsive in McKeon Gym
- no transport (driven home by
son); referred to Loss Prevention
1/21/16 10:12 p.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Student was trampled
on and hurt her leg and ankle transported by friend; referred
to Dean of Students Office and
Health & Wellness Center
1/22/16 12:09 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Noise violation in Guerrieri East; referred to the Dean of
Students
1/22/16 1:41 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Noise violation & underage possession/consumption
of alcohol in De La Salle Hall;
referred to Dean of Students
1/23/16 3:16 a.m.
Incident: Medical Assist
Synopsis: Intoxicated student in
Ageno C - no transport; referred
to Dean of Students Office and
Health & Wellness
1/24/16 12:27 p.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Loud music, failure to
comply and disrespect to a college
official in Becket Hall; referred to
the Dean of Students Office
1/25/16 5:15 p.m.
Incident: Informational
Synopsis: Suspicious circumstances at SMC front gate; re-

ferred to Dean of Students Office
1/23/16 12:46 a.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: Conform pet (dog) in
Ageno A; referred to the Dean of
Students Office and Student Disability Service
1/23/16 12:55 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Possession of marijuana paraphernalia and alcohol;
referred to the Dean of Students
Office
1/28/16 1:39 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Collision
Synopsis: Driver backed vehicle
into rock wall in St. Albert's Hall
Library Parking Lot causing damage to muffler and back tire; referred to Loss Prevention
1/28/16 1:43 p.m.
Incident: Property Damage to
Vehicle
Synopsis: Damage to window and
rear view mirror from baseball in
commuter/visitor lot De La Salle
Drive; referred to Loss Prevention
1/29/16 11;44 p.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: False alarm in Assumption Hall - no smoke, fire, or
scorching; referred to Dean of
Students Office and Facilities
Services
1/30/16 12:44 p.m.
Incident: Burglary
Synopsis: Front door locked and
secured in Rheem Center; referred to Facilities Services

1/29/16 9:01 a.m.
Incident: Medical Incident
Synopsis: Student fainted in Aquinas Hall - no transport; referred
to Dean of Students Office and
Health & Wellness
1/21/16 2:17 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook
Violation
Synopsis: Violation of visitation
hours in Mitty Hall; referred to
the Dean of Students Office
2/5/16
9:28 a.m.
Incident: Non-injury accident
with campus vehicles in maintenance yard; referred to Facilities
Services and Loss Prevention
2/8/16
1:45 p.m.
Incident: Information
Synopsis: On-line stalking via
Facebook & Instagram; referred
to Moraga Police Department
2/8/16
12:25 p.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Missing bicycle in Oliver Hall; referred to Moraga Police Department
2/9/16
7:25 p.m.
Incident: Food cooking set off
alarm in Assumption Hall - no
fire, smoke, or scorching; referred
to Dean of Students Office and
Facilities Services
2/10/16 10:22 a.m.
Incident: Theft
Synopsis: Personal property missing from locker in Alioto Recreation Center; referred to Director
of Alioto Recreation Center
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Technical issues with Collegian website continue
BY EVELYN MINAISE
LO Tu? I
H ~F

Hello, Saint Mary's community! Welcome back to another
semester, and best of luck with
all your endeavors from now
until May.
As we begin this new academic
term, and in the interest of transparency, I - on behalf of The
Collegian staff - wanted to address a technical issue you may
or may not have noticed with The
Collegian for the past few weeks:
for lack of a better phrase, our
website is down. We noticed this

in the middle of January Term
and have been working to fix it
since then. Because oflast year's
Editors-in-Chief advanced expertise in website configuration, we
have needed to learn a lot before
making the proper adjustments
to fix our website, which is why
progress has been slow.
We understand that this is a
huge issue as it slows down traffic
towards access of timely information of campus events and issues.
We recognize.that this process

has been slow, and we apologize
for that and any inconveniences
this may have caused.
We would like to thank student
Ahsan Zahid for his extensive
help throughout this process.
Ahsan has taken the initiative to
use his knowledge to restore our
website to the best of his abilities.
Based on his progress, we expect
the website to be live again in the
upcoming week.
We would also like to thank
Therese Noonan for her advice

and guidance throughout this
process, as well as Ete Anderson.
All of these individuals have patiently answered our many questions. Should anyone else have
knowledge on the subject and be
interested in offering help, please
contact us at smccollegian@
gmail.com.
In the meantime, please follow
our social media platforms and
read our print issue for new content. We will keep you updated
when we can as things change.

Campus Snapshots

Campus
Calendar
Spring Involvement Fair
Wednesday, February 17
12:00-2:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall
Contact Student Involvement and
Leadership
x4707
Afternoon Craft Conversation
with Porter Shreve
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
2:30-3:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact English Department
x8556
CAB Late Night Breakfast
Thursday, February 18
10:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact CAB
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu
Annual Scholars' Reception
Friday, February 19
5:00-7:00 p.m.
De La Salle HAll: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Elizabeth Gallagher
x4223
Spring into Action Saturday of
Service
Saturday, February 20
9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Various Locations: (Alameda,
Lamorinda, and Oakland)
Contact Diana Enriquez-Field
x4855

SAINT MARY'S STUDENT SPOTTED suspended in tree hanging out in the Dante Quad. (Evelyn
Minaise/COLLEGIAN)

LASALLIAN SERVICE INTERNSHIP PROGRAM journeyed to Kenya this January Term to work with
young students. (Courtesy of Emily Redfern)

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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OPINION
Music is an appropriate medium to discuss race issues
BY AUBREY WILLIAMS
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

usic is an art form, and, like
all art, it is a creative outlet.
It has always been a way to relay a
message, whether it's heartbreak or
wanting to have a fun Friday night.
What is unique about music is that
it can be used to subvert structures
that marginalize groups in our
world and at the same time can be
soft enough to lull a child to sleep.
Its purpose varies depending
on the artist's intent. But what is
important to note is that it's the
artist's choice. In a world where
bubblegum pop music and songs
about who has the most money
(there's nothing wrong with those
songs) fill the airwaves, I think we
have forgotten that music can be
used in other, more powerful ways.
But sadly, anything that deviates
from the norm is often seen as
misguided.
When artists choose to use music
as a medium to discuss topics such
as race, they often face backlash,
and I believe that is because the
public has separated the art from
the artist. We forget that those
writing and performing songs
are people and not puppets. They
have opinions and voices and those
voices should not be silenced just
because they are famous and have
a fan base. The dehumanization of
musical artists is so intense that
when they do put out a song with
a political message, it becomes
subjectto criticism as ifthey aren't
people and aren't allowed to have

M

BEYONCE created controversy with her Super Bowl halftime performance of her new song "Formation." (Courtesy of Al Jazeera)

opinions about the injustices in
our world.
An example of backlash in regards to musical artists and race
is Beyonce's recent song "Formation." The song is pays homage
to black culture, from Beyonce's
declaration of self-love for wide
nostrils to the visual of the words
in the music video: "Stop shooting us." The video and song carry
a message that coincides with the
Black Lives Matter movement,
translating into her performance
atthe Super Bowl 50 halftime show.
After the performance, pictures
surfaced online of the dancers in

the performance making black
power salutes, which brought about
more media criticism. There were
many critics who believed Beyonce
shouldn't have performed that song
or should have had different visuals
during the halftime show.
I personally disagree. Beyonce
has a very large following, and she
used her status to bring awareness
to a movement she believes in.
She is not the first to do this. Neil
Young's song "Southern Man" also
spoke of race relations. Young's
song invites the public to look
introspectively at their attitudes
towards black people in the South

and realize that we are all the
same. Other examples of music
being used as platforms for political
stances are "Strange Fruit," sung
by Billie Holiday, "White Privilege
II" by Macklemore, and "Be Free"
by J. Cole, which was a tribute to
Michael Brown, a black man who
was gunned down by the police in
Ferguson, Miss.
The list goes on and on. Celebrities using their voices to talk
about issues that matter to them
shouldn't be frowned upon, they
should be encouraged to do so.
Discussions on race in the United
States can be uncomfortable, and

I believe that is why artists are discouraged from starting those conversations through music. But pretending that these problems don't
exist will not help resolve them.
Let's try to be open to what these
artists are saying and, beyond that,
be open to what our peers are saying. Art isn't always going to make
everyone comfortable. As political
activist and artist Banksy said,
"Art should comfort the disturbed
and disturb the comfortable." In
this case, the music put out by the
artists I have named comforts the
marginalized and invites the privileged into the conversation.

Forgoing a college education isn't necessarily a bad thing
their parents after college and
living off of them while they pay
off their student loans.
There is also the question
of whether going to a more
expensive school is worth it or
not. Saint Mary's is very costly
in comparison to some of the
schools my friends are attending. But students at these other
colleges and universities have

BY AEDAN RICHTER
STAFF WRITER

s college really worth it? That
depends. As a child, I grew
up with two parents who had
both earned undergraduate
and graduate degrees. College
was never an "if" but rather a
"when." So for me to be going
to an expensive private college
out of state isn't too surprising,
but not everyone is as fortunate.
Acquiring a college degree in the
United States can be a crippling
financial burden that is often
carried around for the rest of
students' lives.
In Europe, the cost of higher
education is astoundingly cheap
compared to the U.S., so it would
be ridiculous not to take the
opportunity of furthering one's
education and hopefully ending up with a financially stable
job because of it. But here in
America, going to college immediately places you in debt, so
for some, jumping into the job
pool right after graduating high
school makes more sense.
It's similar to playing the
Game of Life. At the beginning of
the game, you can either choose
to go the college route, which
will set you a few paces behind
and cost you some money, or
you can immediately start off
by getting a job. Your opportunities for making more money in
the long run are poorer, but you
start making money right away.
This is surprisingly similar to
real life, but some could argue

I

Here in America, going
to college immediately
places you in debt, so
for some, jumping into
the job pool right after
graduating high school
makes more sense.
It's similar to playing
the Game of Life.
SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE is a prime example of an extremely expensive private school. (Courtesy of Tumblr)

that there is the possibility of
getting a high paying job without a college education. For
example, a community college
in San Antonio just opened up
a beauty school where you can
get your cosmetology license for
just $5,600. I don't know about
you, but my hairstylist makes
a ton of money. I spent $50 to
get my hair done for prom, and
while it was a job well done, it
only took an hour. Fifty dollars
an hour is a far cry from minimum wage.

With that being said, there
is always the argument that
college is a way of guaranteeing some kind of security for
the future. College opens up a
world of job opportunities that
would be cut off to you if you
only had a cosmetology degree
or no degree at all. But at the
same time, we can't. all be doctors and lawyers. We sti'll need
mechanics, truck drivers, and
many other such jobs that keep
the world going.
The goal for everyone to get a

college degree could be harming
this. If everyone in the United
States earns a college degree,
there are bound to be some
highly educated people stuck
with minimum wage jobs. With
this as a possible outcome, it
is understandable that some
people wouldn't want to take
the risk of wasting money on
college to get a job that is no better than if they had just started
working right away. Also, there
is an increasingly large trend of
students moving back in with

classes with around 300 students, so they don't get the individual attention from professors
that we receive here. Personally,
I can't imagine not having a relationship with my teacher and
just being one person in a sea of
faces, but I'm paying greatly for
that attention.
The bottom line is that whether college is worth it or not is up
to the individual. I personally
value education and intellectual
growth, but that's not true for
everyone. Going to college will
hopefully pay off in the long run,
but it's a gamble not everyone is
willing to take.
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OPINION
New bodies for Barbie promote healthy body image Ask a
BY CALLIE COKER

fellow Gael

STAFF WRITER

arbie is an icon among young
B
children, and those who
grew up playing with the dolls
often use them as a standard of
beauty. As the popularity of Barbie grew, the unrealistic body
image that girls came to expect
as a result of playing with her
led to body image issues among
many young women. However,
Barbie recently announced
that the doll known for its tiny
waistlines and unrealistic proportions is releasing a new line
ofBarbies that will feature three
new body types: tall, petite, and
curvy. Prior to its release, the
new project from Barbie was
top secret, not only because
a transformation of Barbie's
body is not only something most
people have wanted for decades,
but also because the new bodies
will mark the first time the Barbie body is reimagined.
Before the change of the Barbie body, the Mattel franchise
attempted to make the Barbie
image more powerful. For example, they began making dolls
that were executives and professionals, sending a message
that women could conquer roles
that are traditionally associated
with men. Nonetheless, the reception of the businesswomen
Barbie was lukewarm since
most people said just changing
the attire did not combat the
real problem with Barbie: the
unrealistic body size. Though
the head of communications
for Mattel claims that Barbie
was never meant to replicate
the actual female body, the body

Ask Gale : An advice column
from one student to another,
answering your questions about
anything from roommate conflicts to homesickness.
To ask a question, email smcco//egian@gmail.com with the subject
"advice."

*Disclaimer: The Collegian
reserves the right to not publish
a question/answer deemed inappropriate for public readership.
Furthermore, any question that
implies a lack of safety or infliction of harm onto oneself or another will be reported by The Collegian to campus administration.
Dear Gale,

UPDATED BODY TYPES for the widely popular children's toy include tall, petite, and curvy. (Courtesy of Entrepreneur)

type of Barbie is often the focus
of criticism. Many people familiar with the Barbie franchise
consistently called for more
realistic body types in Barbie
but were left seemingly wanting
until the three new body types
were announced.
The three new body types
should encourage greater confidence among girls, as they
embrace petite, tall, and curvy
girls rather than lead young girls
to believe all bodies should look
one way. The new Barbie body
is designed to bring greater
diversity to the line of dolls,
but I do hope that the Barbie
franchise continues to develop
new body types. Not every girl

is tall, petite, or curvy, but the
three new body types are a
step in a positive body image
direction. When little girls walk
through Target or other stores
that carry Barbies, they want to
find a doll that looks like them,
embodies who they are, and is
something they can relate to.
Though Barbie didn't necessarily begin with the intention of
instilling body image ideals in
young girls, Barbie does have an
effect on how young girls grow
up to see themselves. If a girl
has a curvy body Barbie, and is
curvy, she may not see this as
a negative. Though the Barbie
doll alone is not indicative of
how a young girl will see herself,

the dolls that young girls play
with play a much larger role in
child development than people
might think.
The new Barbie bodies is an
encouraging step in making
more realistic body image standards for girls, but it is simply
the first step. Hopefully Mattel
and other franchises will continue empowering women of all
shapes and sizes by continuing
to expand the types of choices
available to young consumers.
But Barbie does deserve applause for creating three new
body types and acknowledging
that the role the Barbie body
plays in childhood development
is important.

Letter to the Editor from Brother Mel Anderson
oward the close of January
Term, on Tuesday evening,
January 26, author Roland
Merullo was introduced to a
sizeable audience in the Soda
Center to discuss his book,
"Breakfast With Buddha." The
book had been selected by the
Committee on the Freshman
Experience for all incoming
freshmen to read and discuss
before entering Saint Mary's
in Fall 2015 as· an introductory
or "warming up" experience
for the forthcoming frosh Collegiate Seminar program. The
January 26 discussion was designed to introduce the author
to his freshmen readers (as
well as others) with the hope of
securing his insights, writing
techniques, and a glimpse of his
personality. He is an articulate,
confident, pleasant speaker
who has developed an unusual
style of composition and discussion. He seemed delighted that
"Breakfast With Buddha" has
sold over 200,000 copies.
The title would suggest that
the book dealt with religion,
since Buddhism is a religion
of eastern and central Asia.
However, the book exceeds
the boundaries of Asia, as its
religious insight includes many
different faiths. Merullo clearly
indicates in snippets of his autobiography that he was raised as
a Roman Catholic in a "devout"

T

AUTHOR ROLAND MERULLO was part of this Jan Term's Speaker Series (Courtesy of Facebook)

Boston family but had difficulties of sorts with aspects of
Catholicism as a young man.
He also noted that he graduated from Exeter Academy and
received both his Baccalaureate in language and a Master's
degree from Brown University.
He stated that he had never
enrolled in a course of theology. Fluent in Russian, he spent
twenty months in Russia serving in the U. S. Peace Corps. He
met many enjoyable Russian
people but also had to endure
the hostility, interrogation, and
imprisonment of the KGB.
As he delved into his personal
study of Asian religions as well
as European and Jewish texts,
he came to judge that there is

a modicum of similarity among
them. He also came to understand a divine being or "God"
as "Divine Intelligence" and
that a "Divine Intelligence"
was the same overarching being
or entity for all religions. He
clearly stated that he was averse
to distinctions among religions
since all are under the same one
"Divine Intelligence." While
he is a professional skeptic, he
expressed his deference toward
Christ and Christianity (Once
a Catholic, always a Catholic?), though he ultimately saw
Christianity as one among many
faiths. As a former Catholic, he
had learned the "Hail Mary"
prayer and was wont to say a
"Hail Mary" with breakfast

whenever he took up his study of
Buddhist texts. If Mary deigned
to bless passes in football, why
not in textual analysis?
As a Liberal Arts institution
open to reading and discussing alternate points of view,
hosting a discussion with Roland Merullo would seem appropriate under Saint Mary's
protocol. However, challenges
to Mr. Merullo's positions did
not materialize. The audience
was polite and deferential, but
not academically astute. Augustine and Aquinas may have
rolled over in their respective
tombs, but were silent, as were
any potential critics. A long line
formed after the discussion so
that Mr. Merullo could sign and/
or bless copies of "Breakfast
With Buddha."
Brother Mel Anderson, FSC
President Emeritus

I have a friend who has come
out of a relationship a few
months ago. Since, she continues to visit her ex-boyfriend's
house and even hangs out with
his mother and sister. She ~ll
then ask me for my advice on
whether or not she should continue going over. I have repeatedly told her that I don't think
it's a great idea and that clean
breaks are always more healthy
and allow for a fresh start. I have
come to a point in which I am
tired of giving advice because
she never decides to follow it.
How can I say this in a nice way?
Signed,
M

DearestM,
The beautiful and yet tricky
thing about adulthood is the
ability to make one's own choices and the responsibility that
accompanies this. You want to
respect your friend's wishes but
are becoming drained in being
involved in the process because
at the end of the day, she does
not follow your advice and
continues to associate with her
former boyfriend and his family.
The best solution is to tell your
friend that you care about her
greatly and want what's best
for her while still respecting
her ability to make her own life
decisions. You can politely ask
that she no longer include you in
the process but assure her that
you will always be cheering her
on in regards to this matter, just
from afar.
Sincerely,
Gale

FIND US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA
ST MARYS
COLLEGIAN.COM

The Collegian's letter policy:

letters to the editor may be
emailed to smccollegian@
gmail.com for the print version
of The Collegian. Please sign
your letter with your full name
and, if applicable, your year in
school and/or title.
Anonymous letters are rarely,
if ever published.
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CULTURE
"Dad bod" opens dialogue for men's body positivity
BY CAMILLA MARAIS
ASSISTANT CULTURE ED TOR

American society's ideas of the
ideal body has come a long way.
From the Twiggy era to Mattel's debut of the three new body types for
Barbies, body positivity is trending
now more than ever. #LoveYourCurves and #CelebrateMySize are
encouraging women nationwide
to #EftBeautyStandards, and love
the skin they're in. Since Saint
Mary's own Body Positivity Week
has begun, I cannot help but notice
that many of our events, like these
hashtags, are catered towards healing women's conception of body
image, and women's only. With no
obvious intentionality or lack of
support, our media has continually
pursued the redemption of female
body standards, disregarding the
equally unrealistic bodies we expect of men. That being said, it is
impossible not to fully acknowledge that women have had the
tougher road in terms of society's
standards (thank you, culture, for
deeming us optimal sex symbols).
However, where the dialogue roars
forwomen's body positivity, one has
not opened for men.
Until this past year, there has not
even been a category for men's body
types besides "ripped" and "fat;" cue
the "dad bod." Mackenzie Pearson
of Clemson University provides a
definition for the physique: "The
dad bod says, 'I go to the gym occasionally, but I also drink heavily on
the weekends and enjoy eating eight
slices of pizza at a time. The Dad
Bod is the happy medium between
a beer belly and washboard abs. A
guy with a Dad Bod isn't toned or
tanned; he's a got a little bit of flab
to show."
Everyday Feminism unpacks this
concept further: "In a way, we can
liken this whole trend to the "real
woman have curves" and "strong is
the new skinny" messages that we
see now being marketed to women
through ad campaigns and fitspiration memes."

BY ALEXA GAMBERO
CHIEF COPY EDITOR

I have to admit that I didn't
care to watch any of the actual
football playing that took place
during this year's Super Bowl. I
was perched in front of the TV
during the entire second quarter,
but I was waiting for the field to
clear off so the stage could be set
up. In case you forgot, Cold play
was to headline the show featuring Beyonce and Bruno Mars,
with a special pre-show appearSETH ROGEN proudly shows off the trending physique sans-shirt for fans during a scene from "Neighbors." (Courtesy of Everyday Feminism)
ance by Janelle Mon:ie.
By "liberating" men from hav- fortable in his own skin, and that luster. Most conversations between
By the end of the show, though,
ing to fit one stereotypical body, he has not felt comfortable a day in guys in regards to their appearance I was wondering who Coldplay
we place them in a new restriction his life since. Kingkade confesses stick to this kind of script,
even was. It was not the Coldwithout ever opening up the possi- that finally, at the age of 27, he can
"Dude I feel fat"
play Halftime Show. It ended up
bility in which many types of bodies admit to himself that he has body
"Look man, you're not fat"
being the Beyonce and Friends
(or, better yet, all types of bodies) image issues. There just simply
"But I feel fat"
Show, but Kelly and Michelle
are "allowed" or "okay."' Instagram wasn't a dialogue he could join into
"Honestly, I don't know what to were replaced by Chris Martin
has joined the hype as well, host- as a male to explore these crippling tell you, it's not a problem."
and Bruno Mars. I'm not sure
ing the "collegedadbods" account, insecurities.
That'safarcryfromthehundreds why Bruno Mars and Coldplay
honoring average-looking guys in
Kingkade further explains the ofblogs, books, seminars, conversa- were included in the show to
all their glory.
roller-coaster with his weight, tions, and support women get re- begin with. Anything involving
All jokes aside, society overall has despite being active throughout futing society's standards for their Beyonce is going to be starring
had an unusually positive reaction high school and college. As years bodies. Modern-day concepts of Beyonce, featuring Beyonce,
to this debut of curvy men. Could progressed, he turned more atten- masculinity do not provide a space directed by Beyonce, with speit be that this brand-new apprecia- tion to his fashion sense and attire, for men to share that they think cial effects and art direction
tion for a more common body type hoping that his style would distract their body is less than A-1. It's true by Beyonce. What I can say,
amongmen, that even sorority girls fromhisphysique. The article high- that our culture's fascination with though, is that the show would
appreciate, is the leeway needed to lights some staggering facts about the "dad bod" is not a revolutionary have been beautiful, still, ifColdrelease men from their unrealistic this nationwide issue: "About half new high for our country, in all it's play was up there on their own.
body standards?
of all men don't like having their endearingly comical glory. Howev- · Coldplay is a talented band who
OnAug.18, 2015, The Huffington picturetakenorbeingseeninswim- er, it provides an acknowledgement just released new music. They
Post: Masculinity Chapter pub- wear, according to an NBC Today forthe average man's body, and with hardly perform in the United
lished an article titled, 'Tm A Man, Show/AOL Body Image survey that acknowledgment, potential States to begin with, so inviting
And I've Spent My Life Ashamed Of from last year. Research from the acceptance and dialogue could them to perform at one of the
My Body." Anumberof menbegan University of the West of England emerge. As Aaron Blashill, Ph.D., most-watched televised events
publishing their own stories and found a majority of guys felt part of a Harvard University psychology ever must have been an honor.
issues with men's body standards, their body wasn't muscular enough, professor, states, "Acknowledging However, I was disappointed in
referencing Huffington's article. and more men than women would there are many ways. to be healthy," the incoherence of the perforThe vulnerable and raw piece by sacrifice atleast a year of their life in it is a key factor within changing mance as a whole. As the Interour society's view between body net pointed out, Coldplay turned
Senior Editor Tyler Kingkade starts exchange for a perfect body."
For an issue that almost every image and masculinity. The "dad into Left Shark.
at adolescence, as his 11-year-old
All things considered, the enself's physique experienced ridicule male feels across our nation, the bod" might not be the cornerstone
for the first time. He recalls it as the depth of the conversations and sup- of that conversation, bu tit's a pretty tire performance was a tribute to
past halftime performances. Befirst time he has ever felt uncom- port around it is astoundingly lack- good start.
yonce and Bruno Mars have both
performed within the last three
years, and their shows were
amazing. They both announced
tours right after their previous
performances as well. (Beyonce
actual coffee. While many Indie
did that once again, but that's
coffee shops focus on getting the
a different story.) Coldplay's
latte art down on their espresso
colorful, flowery setup and the
drinks, they tend to leave the
fans holding multicolored cards
black coffee to the industrial cofbehind the stage paired with Befee maker. BICA's way of making
yonce's black and gold buttoned
coffee is much more personal.
bodysuit were reminiscent of
First, BICA uses beans from a
Michael Jackson's 1993 halftime
carefully selected list of six high
extravaganza. A marching band
quality coffee roasting compaadorned with flowers came out
nies, including Four Barrel and
this year to recognize those who
Ritual from San Francisco. From
graced the field before big name
the list, you can order a "pour
stars took over. Had the NFL
over," which is a manual brewing
advertised this more clearly and
method, and watch them brew
consistently as a tribute perforyour coffee right in front of your
mance, the Beyonce-Coldplayeyes. While the price for a pour
BICA COFFEEHOUSE'S quasi-hipster signage is clearly displayed, ready for your order.
(Jacob Turnrose/COLLEGIAN)
Bruno Mars matchup would
over is a hefty $4.25, what you'll
have made much more sense to
taste is a cleaner, more flavorful
cup of coffee than what you'll get
ism going on in BICA. but there's overlooking the pedestrian-heavy me. This is not to say that I did
also some really unique decor College Avenue. This is perfect not enjoy this year's halftime
at Starbucks or Peet's. BICA also
featured as well. Directly above the for people-watching, as there's all show. Of course I enjoyed it.
advertises a less expensive "quick
cup" of coffee for those in more
entrance, a spring bed frame leans sorts of interesting folks walking Beyonce emerged with her dancon the side of the wall with empty around Rockridge. Another coun- ers from the touchdown line and
ofahurry.
coffee bean bags interlaced within. ter directly faces the espresso bar, performed a brand new song. If
In terms of ambiance, BICA
In addition, various San Francisco- perfect for chatting it up with one you didn't love that, please refeels well-balanced. The music
evaluate your appreciation for
themed art is featured throughout, of the baristas.
is varied and well-chosen. I've
In total, BICA coffeehouse is a those who make a living as perincluding several photographs of
heard everything from classics
such as The Beach Boys, to exthe Golden Gate and of Fort Point. great place to get a coffee-with formers. The lights and effects
There's a modest amount of tables their personal touch to the bal- were stunning. Aesthetically,
perimental electronic mixes, to
spread out through the storefront. anced·ambiance. And with its close this was a beautiful show, but it
Miles Davis, all played through
The best seating area, however, is proximity to campus, the coffee- would have been more pleasing
BICA speakers. There's some
the countertop next the window house is definitely a doable option. with more cohesion.
standard "hipster" level minimal-

Rockridge's BICA Coffeehouse serves up exceptional coffee
BY JACOB TURNROSE
CULTURE EDITOR

Looking for a new coffee shop
that's still close to campus? There's
a viable option on the other side of
the Caldecott Tunnel. BI CA Coffeehouse, in the heart of the Rockridge
neighborhood of Oakland, has
quickly become a local hotspotknown for its quality lattes and its
wide array of coffee beans. Enter
BICA on any given afternoon and
there's a good chance it'll be packed
to the brim. BICA. however, is by no
means limited to just Oaklanders.
Itis but a twenty minute drive from
campus (the time it takes to drive
to Walnut Creek), and it's located
directly across from the Rockridge
Bart station (one stop over from
the Orinda station). BICA has the
potential to be the quintessential
stop for any Gael looking for a premium cup of joe.
BICA's menu includes your coffeeshop standards: the latte, the
cappuccino, the mocha, the coffee,
the tea. Their latte is very light,
neither too espresso heavy nor
too foam heavy. It is my go-to
drink here. But what sets BICA
apart is their focus on making

Super Bowl
halftime show:
muddled yet
stunning
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SPORTS
Gaels lose to Pepperdine, defeat LMU
BY ALEX CROOK
ASSISSTANT SPORTS EDITOR

third quarter before rekindling
the shooting in the fourth quarter.
Loyola Marymount would use
a couple threes to get back in the
game, but the Gaels answered
with shots of their own to main-

Stella Beck scored a careerhigh 27 points at Loyola Marymount to earn the Saint Mary's
women's basketball team (19-6,
10-4 WCC) a weekend road split
of the Los Angeles schools with
the wee tournament looming
Pepperdine
larger.
Beck went 10-11 from the field
against the Lions and was 100
•
Saint Mary's
percent from the free throw line
in the 91-81 win. She was one of
six Gaels who scored in double tain the scoring distance and end
figures against a team that's been on a high note.
stumbling through conference
Two days before, Saint Mary's
play. Katie Rathbun was the only dropped a heartbreaker to PepGael without a rebound.
perdine 62-58 as the Gaels shot
Saint Mary's paced themselves . just 61.9 percent from the freethroughout the contest while throw line compared to the
holding LMU to cold shoot- Waves' 81.8 percent. It was Peping, but they had to stave off a perdine's second league win this
26-point fourth quarter from season, with their first coming on
the hosts to avoid the weekend Dec. 23 against Portland.
sweep. The Lions also threatened
Despite cold overall shooting
Saint Mary's from the free-throw nights from both teams, Beck led
line and behind the arc, forcing the Gaels in that game too with 17
Saint Mary's to start playing lock- points, while team leader Lauren
down against a frequent-shooting Nicholson was held to one of
Lions' team.
five shooting for a total of three
With Saint Mary's up 46-38 at points. On a brighter note, every
the half, both teams' offensive Gael corralled a rebound.
production dipped a bit in the
Saint Mary's held Pepperdine

Sports
this week
WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

•

•

Thurs vs. Gonzaga, 6:30 p.m.
Sat. vs. Portland, 1:00 p.m.
STELLA BECK poured in a career-high 27 points Saturday vs LMU . (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

to nine points in the second
quarter to take a 32-25 lead into
halftime, but like LMU, had to
play stout defense. As much

LMU

••

as· they did, Pepperdine held a
steady lead for the second half to
pull the upset.
The Waves' Erica Ogwumike

hit a three pointer at the end of
the third quarter to propel the
Waves into comeback mode and
cushion themselves from Saint
Mary's for the majority of the
fourth quarter. The Waves then
converted their free throws down
the stretch and put the game
away.
The Gaels now return home
to battle Gonzaga and Portland
before rounding out the season
with Santa Clara on the road an
San Fransico on Senior Day. Saint
Mary's is tied with the Broncos
for third in the wee.

Saint Mary's (19-6, 10-4) takes
on Gonzaga and Portland at
home after splitting games last
week against Pepperdine and
LMU. The Gaels are vying for
the second seed heading into
the wee tournament.
MEN'S BASKETBALL

OPINION

Yes, race is still an issue in professional sports
BY JUSTIN GOLD
STAFF WRITER

The fallout following Super
Bowl 50 underscored an unfortunate truth that many Americans
-depending on the way you identify and where you're from-have
already known for quite some
time now: Black athletes are often
subjected to harsher criticisms
than their white counterparts for
similar actions.
The latest victim of this unfortunate double standard? Carolina Panthers' quarterback Cam
Newton.
Before you read any further,
stop and ask yourself whether or
not you can handle the notion that
maybe, despite a black president,
racism in America still persists.
Maybe racism doesn't only exist
in the extremes and happen when
therearepeoplewithpointywhite
hoods prancing around using the
N-word. Maybe this country still
has more tolerance for the outlandish actions of white Americans than it does for the black
ones. If so, then follow me down
the rabbit hole of race based differential treatment, and let's take
a look at the curious case of Cam
Newton and the differing treatment amongst black and white
NFL players.
All season long, the Panthers
pounded their opposition to the
tune of a 15- 1 record. The elation
derived from that success often
manifested itself in the form of
on-field dancing, most notably
the now infamous, Migos-inspired
dance known as the 'dab,' Newton's go-to move. Almost immediately, the Panthers' quarterback
was described derogatorily with
labels ranging from "cocky" to
"showboat." One mother even
went so far as to write a letter, an
actual letter, to Newton expressing

.Jiei:dissatisfaction with his actions .
(a black man expressing joy for
wining, oh, the horror!). It doesn't
just stop there, though. Everything
Newton did this season came under major criticism from fans and
pundits alike.
So, where's that controversy and
double standard I said I'd point out
you ask?
The controversy exists in the
fact that this criticism of Cam
Newton's antics exists in a league
with players like Jared Allen, Rob
Gronkowski, Tom Brady, and J.J.
Watt.
Jared Allen actually has a patented dance he performs after
every sack he gets, going down on
one knee and pretending to lasso
his opponent's calves, something
far more elaborate and premeditated than Newton's dabbing. Allen receives little to no flak from
media personnel, sports pundits,
or fans. The NFL did at one point
consider banning his dance, but
even then, people came to his
defense in droves; Chris Gates, a
reporter at SB nation, went so far
as to write an article defending
Allen's celebrations, while others
spoke out on Allen's Behalf.
But Cam Newton's dancing is
problematic, right?
What about Houston Texans
defensive end J.J. Watt? His reputation for showboating and taking verbal jabs at other players
precedes him. During a postgame
interview after their match-up
with the Cincinnati Bengal's, Watt
went so far as too say the team
had "succeeded in their mission
of turning the red rifle into the
Red Ryder BB Gun." Not exactly
t~ best way to exhibit qualities
of good sportsmanship for all of
the kids watching, but no letter or
major criticism from fans or pundits arose after Watt's comments.
If that doesn't satiate your daily

dose of media hypocrisy, take the
criticism. of Newton's attire as
well. On more than one occasion,
Newton has been called a thug (a
dog whistle for another word I
won't include here) for wearing a
beanie and a hoodie. Meanwhile,
New England Patriots head coach
Bill Belichick has worn so many
hoodies on the sideline of games
and to post-game press conferences that not spotting him in
one is a rarity, so much so that
he's even been nicknamed "the
hoodie" all while receiving little
to no criticism.
And if you've yet to get your fill
of today's double standard stew,
then let's look at the most glaring
example of them all: the backlash
against Newton following the
Super Bowl.
After losing the biggest game
of his career, a dejected Newton
waded through a sea of players
and media personnel to find Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton
Manning in order to send him
off with a genuine smile and a
congratulatory handshake. This
major moment, one that would
seem to exculpate Newton from
his status of"poor-sport'' or "sore
loser," wound up buried under the
ensuing controversy surrounding
Newton's early postgame press
conference exit. Immediately,
fans and media members took to
TwittertotearNewtonapart.Former NFL player Bill Romanowski
even went so far as to call Newton
a "boy," an insult white men have
used to infan tilize black men since
slavery. Romanowski also said that
he'd "choke [Newton] until he said
he couldn't breathe."
Need I say more?
This is especially interesting
given the fact that Newton's opponent, Denver Broncos quarterback
Peyton Manning, foundhimselfin
a similar situation years ago.

After losing the super bowl to
Drew Breese and the New Orleans
Saints, it was Manning, a man
many hail as the perfect exemplar of good sportsmanship and
quality leadership, who stormed
off the field in a fury before time
expired and refused to shake any
of the Saints' hands. Instead of
being labeled a poor sport, bad role
model, or anything of the like, he
was instead referred to as a fierce
competitor whose actions were
supposed to be excusable given the
games circumstances.
No justifiable actions for Newton. This happens for the same
reason that Tom Brady can berate
a referee and be called a passionate
while Richard Sherman, a black
player known for similar displays
of emotion, is labeled a thug.
The uncomfortable truth that
must be grappled with here is that,
for unknown reasons, America has
trouble digesting black athletes
and entertainers who don't fit
neatly into a box of sanitized and
whitewashed blackness.
If you're still with me down this
rabbit hole, then what you should
understand now is that this is a
recurring theme seen in sports and
life in general. For some strange
reason, we have an unwavering
tolerance, patience, and understanding with white athletes that
isn't always, or at all, extended to
the black ones. And while many
will want to take this article, ball
it up, and toss it in the trash because they see it as "race baiting,"
it's important that issues like this
are brought to the forefront and
discussed vigorously. Until people
across the country acknowledge
this, the tension will only get
thicker with each incidence.
Hopefully, now you can crawl
out of that dark rabbit hole and
examine the curious cases of Cam
Newton with clearer vision.

Thurs @ Portland, 7:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Gonzaga, 7:00 p.m.

The Gaels (20-4, 11-3)
look bounce back after a
loss to Pepperdine and a
dissappointing showing against
LMU. They'll hit the road for
games against the Pilots and the
first-place Bulldogs.
SOFTBALL

Wed. vs. Cal, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Stanford, 12:30 p.m; @
Long Beach St, 3:00 p.m.
Sun. @ Long Beach St, 9:00 a.m;
@ Stanford, 2:00 p.m.

Lollie Fitzpatrick and the
Gaels have their home opener
against Cal and then play in the
Stanford Nike Invitational.
BASEBALL

Fri. vs. Seattle University, 2:00
p.m.
Sat. vs. Seattle University, 10:00
a.m, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs. Seattle University,
12:00p.m.
Saint Mary's opens their season
with a series against Seattle.
WOMEN'S LACROSSE

Tue. @ Stanford, 7:00 p.m.
MEN'S GOLF

Mon. @ Prestige at PGA West ·
Tue. @ Prestige at PGA West
Wed. @ Prestige at PGA West
MEN'S TENNIS

Sat. vs. Sonoma St, 2:00 p.m.
ROWING

Sat. @ UC Davis, 8:00 p.m.
TRACK

Sun.@ Orinda, WCC Quad Meet
wee Relay Meet

&
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GO GAELS!

SPORTS
Men's basketball pressed by Pepperdine, defeats LMU
The Gaels' offensive woes continue as they fall to second place with their first home loss
Saint Mary's continued their effective play in the second half. On
a Calvin Hermanson three at the
14:33 mark, the Gaels opened up

BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Saint Mary's followed their
first home loss with a 68-62 win
Saturday night over LMU, but
serious issues remain for a team
that will be tested this Saturday
at Gonzaga. With losses to BYU
and now Pepperdine this month,
the Gaels (20-4, 11-3) have slipped
out of first place in the wee for
the first time this season.
On Thursday, Saint Mary's
looked to be in control of a Pepperdine team that handed the
Gaels their first loss of the season back in January. The Gaels
jumped out to an early 18-9 lead
after going on a 10-2 run, but Pepperdine responded accordingly.

Pepperdine
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CALVIN HERMANSON had 16 points in Saint Mary's 68-62 win over Loyola Marymount University. (Olivia Meme/COLLEGIAN)
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The Waves fought back with
a 13-2 run of their own, taking a
22-20 lead with 5:46 left in the
half. Neither team could get their
offense flowing, and the result at
halftime was a game knotted at 30.
Both offenses started to find
success in the second half. Jett
Raines got things started for Pepperdine with a dunk seconds into
the half, and the Gaels quickly
responded with a basket on their
next possession.
Thanks to hot shooting, Saint
Mary's opened up a 49-42 lead
at the 13:37 mark with a 9-2
run. Evan Fitzner, who led the
Gaels with 15 points on the night,

capped the run with Joe Rahonassisted layup, and the Gaels
looked poised to cruise to another
home victory. However, Amadi
Udenyi and Pepperdine had other
thoughts.
Behind the dynamism of Udenyi, who poured in 14 second-half
points off the bench, Pepperdine
climbed their way back. With a
Udenyi layup at the 8:48 mark,
Pepperdine finished a 13-4 run
that put them ahead 55-53.
While the Gaels tied the game
up at 57 moments later on a Calvin Hermanson 3-pointer, they
ended up fighting an uphill battle
the rest of the way. Subsequent
buckets by Udenyi, Kameron
Edwards, and Stacey Davis had

Pepperdine up four with four
minutes to play. The Gaels clawed
themselves to within two points
with 27 remaining and had the
ball down only three with 14
seconds left, but they failed to
convert, leaving Pepperdine to
ice the game with free throws and
win69-63.
Like their other losses this
season, the Gaels were ultimately
defeated by an inability to score,
especially down the stretch. They
scored just six points in the last
seven minutes of the game. Although the Gaels still sport one
of the most effective offenses in
the wee, they haven't been able
to score with the same frequency
as earlier in the year. In their last

nine games going back to their
January loss to Pepperdine, the
Gaels, who have averaged 76
points per game this season, have
only been able to eclipse the 70
mark three times.
That includes the Gaels shaky
win this past Saturday against
an inferior LMU team. Like their
game against Pepperdine, Saint
Mary's jumped out to an early
lead. After a slow start had both
teams tied at 5, the Gaels went on
an 11-2 run behind two threes by
Stefan Gonzalez and three from
Kyle Clark.
Hot shooting from Gonzalez
and Evan Fitzner, who both had a
couple threes in the first half, had
the Gaels up 33-21 at halftime.

Saint Mary's
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a sizeable 43-23 lead.
At that point though, a combination oflax Saint Mary's defense
and efficient Lion offense caused
the Gaels lead to wither.
The Lions outscored Saint
Mary's 23-13 from that point to
a timeout with 7:36 remaining,
making the score 56-44. While
Saint Mary's lead was never seriously threatened the rest of the
way, turnovers and a surging
Lions offense kept the game relatively close.
Saint Mary's won the game, but
LMU outscored the Gaels 41-35 in
the second half. They committed
a season-high 17 turnovers, an
unthinkable number earlier in
the season for one of the nation's
most efficient offenses.
The win for Saint Mary's marks
their ninth straight season with
least 20 wins, a definite feat for
head coach Randy Bennett and his
program. Despite the milestone,
the Gaels will have to tighten
up their play before entering a
critical juncture of their season.
If they're able to defeat Portland
on the road and Gonzaga beats
Pacific on Thursday, the Gaels will
enter Saturday's match up against
Gonzaga down one game to the
Bulldogs for first place.

Saint Mary's to host full slate of rugby National Championships
BY ALEX CROOK
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
After winning two straight national championships, the Saint
Mary's rugby team will have the
golden opportunity to capture
the third straight one on home
tur( The College got the news in
late January that the USA Rugby
15s National Championship will
make its next stop in the secluded
but beautiful hills of the East Bay.
Northern California has become a rugby hotbed lately. Sacramento's Bonney Field, although
primarily used for Sacramento

"Saint Mary's College
of California is
honored to host the
USA Rugby 2016
College 15s National
Championships. We
have a long and proud
rugby tradition that
dates back to 1888."
Republic FC matches, has hosted
various Team USA matches. The
Gaels, who have not had a football
team since 2003, are one of the
minority schools in the country
that don't celebrate a traditional
homecoming week complete with

SAINT MARY'S will be hosting Ruby's National Championships on May 7. (Courtesy of Saint Mary's College)

the big game. However, thanks
to a group of volunteer coaches
and non-scholarship studentathletes, rugby has now created
quite a buzz around campus.
The buzz hits close to home as
well, as Lamorinda Rugby boasts
one of the best youth rugby programs in the country. Numerous
players have gone on to play either rugby or football in college.
Saint Mary's rugby games are
normally played on Pat Vincent
Field; however, marquee games
like BYU and Cal are moved to

Saint Mary's Stadium to accommodate more fans. On Saturday
afternoons now, whether it be
the stadium by the grove or Pat
Vincent Field, you can find passionate and loud Saint Mary's
students and fans cheering for
their team; not for football, but
for rugby.
Saint Mary's Associate Athletic Director Marty Storti spoke
proudly of the news in a recent
article published by USA Rugby:
"Saint Mary's College of California is honored to host the USA

Rugby 2016 College 15s National
Championships. We have a long
and proud rugby tradition that
dates back to 1888. Over the years
we have hosted international
teams and the best club and college teams this country has to
offer."
The Gaels have lost one game
this season, a 44-3 decision to
professional side Golden Gate
Rugby Club. All other games
have been won by an average of
63 points.
Saint Mary's' first title came

in 2014 when the Gaels upended
Life University 21-6 at Stanford
University to claim the program's
and school's first national championship. The Gaels met Life
again in 2015, this time at Kennesaw State University in Georgia. It may have come down to
the last second, but Saint Mary's
secured its second straight title
that afternoon. Now, with the
game returning to the west coast,
a euphoric Saint Mary's side is
raring to three-peat.
Saint Mary's College is in the
process of upgrading its athletics, having kick-started the effort
with the switch from Adidas to
Under Armour. A new studentathlete performance center is
on the way, as are a few hundred seats in McKean Pavilion
and a modern-looking baseball
stadium. Even before all this, a
major renovation of Saint Mary's
Stadium turned the venue into
one of the finest places to watch
collegiate rugby. Whether the
Gaels win or lose this year, this
opportunity augments the College's athletic advancement.
Saint Mary's Stadium will be
a popular place on May 7, as
numerous national champions
will be crowned that day as part
of a full slate of high-quality collegiate rugby.
For more information on the
event, visit www.dlarugby.com.

